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Principal’s Report
Damian Higgins

As Term 2 gets underway, it is important that we look ahead 
of us towards the goals that we may have set ourselves. 
If we haven’t set some short term goals for ourselves then 
maybe we should do just that before we become overly 
busy with the day to day things that life throws at us.

One of my favourite verses in the bible is from Matthew 
chapter 6 verse 34. Jesus says, “Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.”

It is important to notice here that Jesus is not telling us to 
ignore the days ahead of us and not think about the future, 
but to not worry about it. Having a plan for the future is 
important. Equally important is to know the steps involved 
in reaching those future goals and breaking these steps 
down into actions that are achievable.

You may have heard the true story of mountain climber 
Joe Simpson, who, in 1985 found himself stranded alone with 
a broken leg halfway up a mountainside in the Peruvian 
Andes. In his account of the ordeal, he states that one of the 
keys to his survival was to keep making decisions rather 
than give up hope.
 
Not every decision we make is necessarily a good one. We 
sometimes make mistakes. But to make no decisions at at 
all for fear of getting it wrong is a much more costly mistake. 
It’s important that we trust the Holy Spirit to guide us in our 
daily lives. Even if some of our decisions or endeavours are 
unsuccessful, we always learn from them. In fact, as C.S. 
Lewis, author of the Chronicles of Narnia once said, “Failures 
are finger posts on the road to achievement.”

Its also important to remember that regardless of our failures 
or successes, God has created each and everyone of us in 
His own image and that means we are all designed to SHINE. 
Let us continue to look to Jesus together and be a bright 
light in our school, our homes and our wider community.

Diary Dates

Friday 20 April
Test & Tagging Day

Tuesday 24 April
Parent Student Teacher Interviews
(PSTI) 2:30pm- 7pm

Wednesday 25 April
ANZAC Day- No Classes

Thursday 26 April
Parent Student Teacher Interviews
(PSTI) 4pm- 7:30pm

Friday 4 May
Whole School Athletics Carnival

Monday 7 May
School Photo Day

Term Dates 2018

Term 2: 
Tuesday 17 April- Friday 29 June

Term 3: 
Wednesday 18 July- Friday 21 
September

Term 4:
Tuesday 9 October- Tuesday 1 1 
December

PRAYER CHANGES 
EVERYTHING

Please join us every Thursday for prayer. 
Meet at the foyer at 2.30pm.  ALL 
WELCOME

You are welcome to email 
prayer requests to Maryann -  
mstewart@ncc.vic.edu.au

Look forward to seeing you there!

SAFE DEVICES AND TEST 
AND TAGGING DAY 

SAFE DEVICES

We strive to provide a safe College for 
all our staff and students. If your student 
brings a device onsite we ask that you 
assist by following these steps
 - When ever possible charge the device 
at home
 - All devices must be in good working 
order at all times, free of cracked screens 
and free of damaged cords or charges.

If your student’s device is damaged please 
get it repaired as soon as possible. 

TEST AND TAGGING

If students use their device charger at the 
College there is a requirement that this is 
tested and tagged by an appropriately 
qualified person for wear, mechanical 
damage, and for earth continuity and 
insulation resistance. To enable this 
the College will be offering student 
chargers to be tested and tagged on  
Friday 20th of April. Please ensure all 
device chargers that are used at the 
College are labeled and bought in for 
testing on this day.

We appreciate your support in these 
matters.

GOAL SETTING

Sincere thanks to the many parents, 
carers and students who have scheduled 
appointments for the upcoming  
Parent-Student-Teacher Interview  
Goal Setting sessions at the 
commencement of Term 2. Our teaching 
staff greatly value the opportunity to 
meet with students and families to set 
SMART goals in preparation for Term 2.  

We trust this will be a valuable opportunity 
for our students to reflect and plan some 
effective goals for their learning. The new 
term is an opportunity to improve and 
to build on the learning foundations built 
earlier in the year.

LOST PROPERTY

There was a large amount of un-named 
uniform at the end of Term 1 left around 
the College.  For your convenience, this lost 
property will be displayed at PSTI for you to 
collect, if it belongs to your child.  

Any lost property left after the 26th April will 
be disposed of.

PARENTS & FRIENDS

P&F mettings are held on the first Thursday of 
the month unless if it falls during the school 
holidays then the meeting will be held on the 
first Thursday of the new term.  

The next P&F meeting will be held on Thursday 
3 May..  All welcome!

WINTER UNIFORM IN TERM 
TWO

Students are required to wear their Winter 
Uniform in Term Two.

For the first two weeks students can wear 
either full Summer uniform or their full Winter 
uniform. These two uniforms cannot be worn 
interchangeably, for example, boys wearing 
Winter uniform without a tie or wearing the 
short sleeved shirt with a tie.

In Week Three all students will need to wear 
their full Winter uniform.

All families with students in Year 12, please be 
aware that the Year 12 red tie is an item of 
uniform that is required to be purchased from 
Academy Uniforms.  This Year 12 tie is only for 
the Year 12s and is the only approved tie for 
Year 12s.



mindful not to inadvertently expose 
our students to potential triggers. Your 
continued support in ensuring that our 
children stay safe is appreciated.

 A couple of simple steps for families who 
have students with food allergies include:
• Remind students to always eat food that 
has been packed from home.
• Encourage students to not accept food 
from peers.
• Provide food that does not contain 
allergens.
• Make sure children know if they have 
an allergy as well as the adults who are 
caring for them. This includes completing 
an Action Plan. Copies are available from 
the College Office. 

More strategies and information is 
available from www.allergy.org.au or 
www.allergyfacts.org.au.   

A copy of the College’s Anaphylaxis 
Management Policy is available in the 
policy section on the College website at 
www.ncc.vic.edu.au.

Anaphylaxis Management 
Policy 
Michael Bond

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The Executive Team at Northside 
Christian College approved an updated 
Anaphylaxis Management Policy during 
2017. Anaphylaxis is the most severe 
form of allergic reaction and is potentially 
life threatening.  Food allergies and 
anaphylaxis have increased over the 
last decade and it is not uncommon for 
schools to have many children who may 
be anaphylactic.   

Most food allergic reactions do not involve 
anaphylaxis, and the likelihood of a severe 
allergic reaction from casual exposure 
when food is not ingested (e.g. from 
touch or exposure to odours) is very low. 
However, severe reactions may occur 
unpredictably, thus any allergic reaction 
to foods should be taken seriously and 

treated as a potential medical emergency 
requiring immediate treatment. 

The purpose of the College’s Anaphylaxis 
Management Policy is to achieve the 
following:

• To provide, as far as practicable, a safe 
 and supportive environment in which
•To engage with parents/carers of 
students at risk of anaphylaxis in assessing 
risks, developing risk minimisation 
strategies and management strategies for 
the student.
• To ensure that each staff member has 
adequate knowledge about allergies, 
anaphylaxis and the College’s policy 
and procedures in responding to an 
anaphylactic reaction.
• To remain compliant with Ministerial 
Order 706: Anaphylaxis Management in 
Victorian Schools and the guidelines on 
anaphylaxis management.

With the commencement of Term 2, it is 
timely that we all remind ourselves to be

Prep to Two Swimming Carnival
John Longley

We had a splash-tastic time at the P-2 swimming carnival on Thursday the 22nd of March. We split into our House Teams and complete 
three different activities. Inflatable Obstacle Course/Water Safety Games, Water Playground/Water Slides and Pool Party Games. After 
lunch it was time for House Team races, Every student participated in freestyle, backstroke, kickboard and an inflatable ride race. 

Last of all, we played some whole group games in the pool. The Courageous Conquerors won the competition but everyone felt like a 
winner after a fun day at the pools.

Primary Commonwealth Games
Anna Venegas

On the last day of Term 1, the Primary school participated in their very own Commonwealth games. Each student was paced in a Country 
team and raced around the school competing in a variety of games and activities. Well done to Canada for winning the 2018 Northside 
Christian College Commonwealth games!

Student Attendance

Student attendance is recognised as a significant factor that contributes towards academic success at Northside Christian College. 
The College highlights the importance for students to arrive on time and be present at school for as many days as possible. The 
College regularly communicates with families in regards to any absence from school. Student attendance at Northside Christian 
College has historically been very good. Any student arriving late must report to the Student Services Desk in the foyer to sign 
in. Staff will now print an Edumate “Late slip” Report which must be presented to the teacher upon arrival in class. Unexplained 
absences are followed up promptly. Please communicate with the College via attendance@ncc.vic.edu.au in regards to any 
attendance matters. VCE students are reminded to bring a medical certificate to document their reason for absence. 

Naplan

Details about the 2018 NAPLAN have been communicated with the College community. Please note that between the 15th – 17th 
May, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 in 
all government and non-government schools. NAPLAN has the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers and will assess 
the literacy and numeracy learning of students in all Australian schools. Please mark these dates on your calendar. 



Senior School Report
Michael Bond

Welcome back to all students, staff and 
families of Northside Christian College 
for Term 2, 2018. I trust that everyone was 
able to enjoy Easter and a restful break. I 
hope everyone in our College community 
were blessed with a time of special 
reflection during the Easter period.  The 
Bible reminds us that “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. For God 
did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world should 
be saved through Him.” John 3:16-17

It is a pleasure to have your students 
back in class this week. Once again, it is 
going to be a very busy term with many 
events already scheduled on the College 

calendar. I pray that as we continue to 
work collaboratively, the term will prove 
to be a successful and enjoyable one. 

GAT
The GAT is an essential part of the VCE 
assessment procedures. All students 
enrolled in one or more VCE or scored 
VCE VET Unit 3 and 4 sequences must 
sit the GAT. Although GAT results do not 
count directly towards a student’s VCE 
results, they play an important role in 
checking that school-based and external 
assessments have been accurately 
assessed, and in calculating Derived 
Examination Scores. No Unit 1 or Unit 3 VCE 
classes will be scheduled at Northside 
Christian College on Wednesday, 13th June 
2018 as the GAT is a 3 hour test.

STUDENT USE OF VEHICLES
A number of students gain their driver’s 
licence during their Senior Schooling and 

may wish to drive their car to school. 
The College recognises that the added 
mobility adds extra flexibility to students’ 
travel arrangements. Northside Christian 
College has a policy that caters for this 
added mobility, whilst at the same time 
carefully considering the safety and 
welfare of other students when travelling 
to and from school. Any student driving to 
and from school must have permission, in 
writing, from parents / guardians and the 
Deputy Principal (Permission Forms are 
available from the VCE Administration 
Office). Approval will be granted once the 
permission forms are processed.

VCE STUDY ROOM AFTER SCHOOL 
Senior School students are welcome to 
study in the VCE study room after school 
between 3:30pm and 4:45pm on Monday 
to Friday afternoons. Please see Mr Bond 
if you would like to make any other 
arrangements. 

P: 03 9467 2499
31 McLeans Rd, Bundoora 3083, VIC, Australia

www.ncc.vic.edu.au


